HOWARD J. GROSSMAN, AICP

16 Skyview Drive

Dallas, PA  18612

Phone (570) 675-5239

Email, grossmanhj@aol.com

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
· A highly qualified, successful achiever, completely involved in many different types of projects, dealing with economic development, city and regional planning, community development, grantsmanship, business loans, strategic planning, fund raising, conference planning and program development.

· BA Economics (City Planning) Rutgers University

· MPA (Public Administration), New York University

· Extensive Public Speaking and Writing including over 320 articles published in magazines across the nation, several newspaper columns, and participation on many television and radio shows, and commencement speeches.

· Teaching Positions at Wilkes University, Marywood University, Luzerne County Community College, Montgomery County Community College, and International Management Association Planning Program course.

EXPERIENCE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA (EDCNP), 6/71 – 10/00    

Executive Director of regional economic development agency for a seven county, 

941,000 populated region, supervising and managing a staff of 30 with an annual budget of over $2 million.  Several examples of accomplishments were the following:

· Provided leadership in responding to Tropical Storm Agnes in 1972, recognized at the time as the greatest natural disaster in the history of the United States.

· Initiated regional response to railroad crisis in 1973 and years following which led to significant rail retention.

· Recommended, organized and implemented a regionwide Blue Ribbon Task Force to save Tobyhanna Army Depot, the largest employer in the region.

· Initiated a regional Nonprofit Assistance Center, EDCNP being the only known regional development agency in the U.S. to carry out this function.

· Provided the leadership in organizing two National Award Winning Image Campaigns in the region.

· Served as a member of the nationally recognized Pennsylvania Ben Franklin Partnership Board of Directors for eleven years by appointment of Pennsylvania Governors Dick Thornburgh and Robert P. Casey

· Initiated and helped implement the largest municipal managerial circuit rider program in the history of the U.S.
· Guided the implementation of the Council’s role as an economic development district under the Economic Development Administration program and a local development district under the Appalachian Regional Commission program, bringing hundreds of millions of dollars to the region for economic growth and thousands of jobs.
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY (PA) PLANNING COMMISSION (12/57-06/71)

Deputy Director of 40 member staff for countywide planning in what was the fastest growing county in Pennsylvania.  Among his accomplishments  were the following:

· Participated, supervised, and managed county and municipal planning functions which led to the eventual preparation of  plans for the 62 townships and boroughs in the County.

· Prepared or supervised many different types of special studies including, but not limited to, apartment development, shopping centers, open space, etc.

· Started as a senior planner and served in several capacities at the Commission prior to being appointed Deputy Director.

SPECIAL AWARDS
· The l986 National Association of Development Organizations J.Roy Fogle Award as Outstanding Executive Director of a Multi-County Planning and Development organization in the U.S.

· The l988 Professional Planner of the Year Award from the Pennsylvania Planning Association.

· Walter A. Scheiber Regional Leadership Award honoring a Regional Executive Director for Outstanding Leadership in the field of Intergovernmental Cooperation – National Association of Regional Councils, June, 1990.
· 1993 Distinguished Leadership Award for a Professional Planner – American Planning Association

TRAVEL
      Extensively traveled to over twelve countries, including several in connection with trade missions.  In 1992, visited the State of Alaska and advised on economic development.  Participated in the Partners of the Americas program in Bahia, Brazil, visiting there four times and created an economic development council in the Valley of Jequirica, modeled on EDCNP.

NONPROFIT PARTICIPATION
      Served on over l00 boards and committees, having helped to found many different types of organizations.  President of such organizations as:

· Pennsylvania Association of Nonprofit Organizations

· Institute for Service Learning

· Economic Planning and Development Council of Pennsylvania

· National Association of Development Organizations

· Development District Association of Appalachia

· Phila. Regional Chapter of American Society for Public Administration

· Phila. Regional Chapter of American Institute of Planners (now APA)

· Pennsylvania Planning Association.
MILITARY SERVICE
· Served as Captain in U.S. Army (Armor and Adjutant General Corps)

